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Adnotacja. Artykuł poświęcony jest całościowej analizie historycznych źródeł rodzimej szkolnej edukacji literackiej 
i prześledzeniu jej rozwoju w latach 90. XX w. – na początku XXI w. Szczególną uwagę zwraca się na krytyczne 
rozumienie wcześniejszych badań naukowych, które stanowią podstawę do kształtowania kluczowych stanowisk w 
metodologii nauczania literatury ukraińskiej i zagranicznej we współczesnych szkołach. Celem artykułu jest analiza 
historiografii rozwoju szkolnej edukacji literackiej w latach 90. – na początku XX wieku na Ukrainie i wskazanie jej 
głównych kierunków na gruncie narodowej myśli pedagogicznej. W trakcie pracy stwierdzono, że w historii badanego 
zagadnienia można wyraźnie wyróżnić trzy etapy: kształtowanie się nowego systemu edukacji szkolnej (1991–2010), 
okres reform (2010–2016), rozwój innowacyjny (2016–2020). Analiza prac naukowo-metodologicznych wskazuje, że 
badania tego zagadnienia dzielą się na kilka kierunków, a mianowicie: historię szkolnej edukacji literackiej; trendy w 
studiowaniu literatury w szkołach średnich ogólnokształcących; doskonalenie treści nauczania literatury ukraińskiej i 
zagranicznej; reformowanie edukacji literackiej na obecnym etapie; podnoszenie kompetencji zawodowych nauczyciela 
literatury i wykorzystanie innowacyjnych technologii w jego kształceniu metodycznym. Stwierdzono, że studia nad 
literaturą ukraińską i zagraniczną w szkołach średnich ogólnokształcących dynamicznie się zmieniają, odzwierciedlając 
współczesne trendy w edukacji i społeczeństwie w ogóle.
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Abstract. The article is devoted to a holistic analysis of the historical sources of the national school literary education 
and tracing its development during the 1990s of the XX – the beginning of the XXI century. Particular attention is paid 
to the critical comprehension of previous scientific research, which forms the basis for the formation of key positions in 
the methodology of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature in modern schools. The purpose of the article is to analyze 
the historiography of the development of school literary education in the 1990s – the beginning of the XX century in 
Ukraine and to identify its main directions based on national pedagogical thought. The work has shown that in the history 
of the issue under study, we can clearly distinguish three stages: the formation of a new school education system 
(1991–2010), the period of reforms (2010–2016), and innovative development (2016–2020). The analysis of scientific 
and methodological works proves that the study of this issue is divided into several areas, namely: the history of school 
literary education; trends in the study of literature in general secondary education; improvement of the content of teaching 
Ukrainian and foreign literature; reforming literary education at the present stage; improving the professional competence 
of the literature teacher and the use of innovative technologies for the methodological training. It is found that the study 
of Ukrainian and foreign literature in general secondary education institutions is changing dynamically, reflecting current 
trends in education and society in general. 

Key words: literary education, Ukrainian literature, foreign literature, education policy, historiography, development 
of literary education in Ukraine, 1990s of the XX century – the beginning of the XXI century.
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Анотація. Стаття присвячена цілісному уаналізу історичних джерел вітчизняної шкільної літературної освіти 
і простеженню її розвитку протягом 90-х років ХХ – початку ХХІ століття. Особливу увагу приділено критичному 
осмисленню попередніх наукових розвідок, що становлять основу для формування ключових позицій методики 
викладання української та зарубіжної літератур у сучасній школі. Мета статті полягає у здійсненні аналізу істо-
ріографії розвитку шкільної літературної освіти у 90-х – на початку ХХ століття в Україні та виокремленні осно-
вних її напрямів на основі вітчизняної педагогічної думки. Під час роботи з’ясовано, що в історії досліджуваного 
питання ми можемо чітко виділити три етапи: становлення нової системи шкільної освіти (1991–2010 рр.), період 
реформ (2010–2016 рр.), інноваційний розвиток (2016–2020 рр.). Аналіз науково-методичних праць доводить, що 
вивчення цього питання поділяється на кілька напрямів, а саме: історія шкільної літературної освіти; тенденції 
вивчення літератури в закладах загальної середньої освіти; удосконалення змісту навчання українській та зару-
біжній літературі; реформування літературної освіти на сучасному етапі; підвищення професійної компетентнос-
ті вчителя літератури та використання інноваційних технологій для його методичної підготовки. З’ясовано, що 
вивчення української та зарубіжної літератур у закладах загальної середньої освіти динамічно змінюється, відо-
бражаючи сучасні тенденції в освіті та суспільстві загалом.

Ключові слова: літературна освіта, українська література, зарубіжна література, освітня політика, історіогра-
фія, розвиток літературної освіти в Україні, 90-ті роки ХХ століття – початок ХХІ століття.

Introduction. According to Article 53 of the Constitution of Ukraine, education is an important public good 
and right (Конституція України, 1996), so the development of the national school education system in the context 
of globalization and integration into the world educational space is one of the priorities of the state's development. 
Current innovation processes in the field of education actualise the creative understanding of its paradigm in 
a multidimensional pedagogical reality and outline the fundamental directions of its further reform from the closed 
post-Soviet functioning to the implementation of its competitive sustainability on the principles of humanisation, 
differentiation and integration. Compulsory secondary education is the basis for the intellectual, emotional and social 
development of an individual. It prepares young people for active participation in civic life and shapes each of them 
as a competitive member of society. School literary education plays a key social role in many ways, including: 
stimulating the creation of cultural and historical contexts; promoting creative thinking and imagination; shaping 
values and moral principles; helping to develop students' emotional intelligence, etc.



5

ISSN 2353-8406 Knowledge, Education, Law, Management 2023 № 8 (60)

©  Knowledge, Education, Law, Management

An in-depth study of any issue requires a detailed analysis of previous experience and systematization of knowledge 
accumulated by predecessors. In a broad sense, pedagogical historiography means a body of scientific knowledge 
about the history of pedagogical thought, scientific concepts in the field of education and their patterns; in a narrow 
sense, it focuses on the study of pedagogical trends, schools, approaches, methods in a particular historical period. 
Historical and pedagogical knowledge is important for understanding and developing the modern educational system, 
as it contributes to the professional growth of teachers and helps to understand the social role of education (Акімова, 
2022: 210). The relevance of the study is due to the need for a holistic disclosure of the historical sources of national 
school literary education and tracing its genesis during the 1990s of the XX century – the beginning of the XXI century, 
as well as critical reflection on previous scientific research, which form the basis for the formation of key trends in 
the methodology of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature in modern schools.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The outlined educational problems are actively studied by teachers 
and psychologists, and the results of their scientific research are widely presented in monographs, professional 
publications, and teaching aids. Of particular interest are the works of T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2021; Яценко, 2022; 
Яценко, 2023), whose research interests include educational and methodological support for teaching Ukrainian 
and foreign literature, creation of textbooks on Ukrainian literature for the New Ukrainian School (hereinafter – 
NUS), as well as the study of integration processes in modern school literary education. The development of this 
educational area is the subject of scientific research by O. Stepanenko and N. Dichek. Thus, O. Stepanenko's works 
reveal the trends in the study of literature in general secondary education institutions of Ukraine in the 1930s – 
1990s of the XX century (Степаненко, 2022), and N. Dichek has carried out a detailed analysis of the educational 
policy of independent Ukraine, in particular, the teaching of Ukrainian and foreign literature (Дічек, 2022). In 
addition, historical and pedagogical research is dominated by works on the study of the biography of prominent 
figures in the field of literary education, such as O. Doroshkevych and N. Voloshyna.

Theoretical and methodological approaches to teaching literature in the national school were studied by N. Hohol 
(cultural approach), A. Sitchenko, T. Yatsenko, V. Pakharenko (competence approach), T. Yatsenko (integrated 
approach), and general issues of methods of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature in educational institutions 
were revealed by L. Bashmanivska and A. Usatyi. The modernisation of teaching content was analysed by 
L. Pikun, T. Cherednyk and L. Udovychenko. The scientific and pedagogical research of A. Lavrova, K. Reznikova, 
N. Sorokina, Ye. Lutsiv, T. Yunosheva (Юношева, 2021) is devoted to the innovative development of literary 
education in the twenty-first century and the introduction of the latest pedagogical technologies in the educational 
process. In addition, the formation of professional competence of future teachers of Ukrainian and foreign literature 
was studied by N. Hrytsak, O. Khodatska, M. Kushnerova. At the same time, despite a significant number of scientific 
studies on this topic, there are still almost no systematic studies devoted to the development of school education in 
the 1990s of the XX century and the beginning of the XXI century.

The aim of this study is to carry out a historiography of the development of school literary education in Ukraine 
in the 1990s of the XX century and the beginning of the XXI century and to substantiate the main directions based 
on Ukrainian pedagogical thought.

Results and Discussion. In the historiography of the development of school literary education in Ukraine, 
we can clearly distinguish three stages (Гриневич, 2023: 100; Дічек, 2022: 130; Резнікова, 2023: 26): 1) the 
formation of a new system of school education (1991–2010); 2) the period of reforms related to strategic changes 
in the educational system (2010–2016); 3) innovative development of school education, including the introduction 
of the NUS, which began in 2016. Figure 1 shows the stages of development of school literary education in Ukraine 
and their characteristics.

 

1990 - 2010 

• the establishment of a 
new school education 
system;

• development of new 
training programmes;

• revising the concept of 
textbooks;

• improving the forms and 
methods of teaching;

• searching for a new 
model of education.

2010 - 2016 

• approval of the Concept 
of Literary Education 
(2010) and its 
cancellation (2014);

• introduction of the 
decentralization process 
in education;

• reform of external 
independent evaluation;

• transition to a 12-year 
educational system;

• informatisation of school 
education and 
widespread use of ICT.

2016 - 2020

• adoption of the Laws 
«On Education» (2017) 
and «On Complete 
General Secondary 
Education» (2020);

• implementation of the 
NUS (since 2018);

• introduction of 
educational and 
developmental content of 
fiction in modern 
schools;

• integration of Ukrainian 
and foreign literature;

• innovation of teaching 
methods and 
modernization of 
content;

• international cooperation.

Fig. 1. Stages of development of school literary education in Ukraine 
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After analyzing the works of scholars and methodologists who have developed the problem of studying Ukrainian 
and foreign literature, we can divide them into several areas, namely: the history of school literary education; trends 
in the study of literature in general secondary education institutions (hereinafter – GSEI); improving the content 
of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature; reforming literary education at the present stage; improving the professional 
competence of the literature teacher and the use of innovative technologies for the methodological training.

In studying the history of school literary education, considerable attention should be focused primarily on 
the implementation of trends in the study of literature in Ukrainian general secondary schools in a certain historical 
period. For example, K. Stepanenko (Степаненко, 2022: 40) studied the formation of the school in the 1930s – 
1990s of the XX century and outlined a predominantly negative trend in teaching literature, as it was given only 
an illustrative role, and the works of the school course were correlated with certain historical events and class 
assessment of literary heroes. 

It was only in the 60s and early 70s of the XX century that serious shifts took place in the understanding 
of literature as art, not a form of ideology. Later, in the middle of the 1980s, with the beginning of democratic 
reforms, the literature methodology was subject to the spread of trends in developmental learning, partnership 
interaction between participants in the educational process, the use of a systematic approach, and the implementation 
of the didactic principle of problematicity. Since 1991, the development of school literary education has been 
studied by N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 19) and N. Dichek (Дічек, 2022: 128). Their works relate to the formation 
of national identity in Ukrainian society and rethinking of the literary heritage, reforming the educational system, 
including literary education, introducing new standards, as well as theoretical foundations for updating approaches 
to the study of literature in general secondary education.

  It should be noted that the analysis of pedagogical heritage enriches science and makes it possible to predict its 
future, so it is obvious that more and more creative biographies of pedagogical personalities are becoming objects 
of scientific research. In the field of literary school education, some scientific studies are devoted to the author 
of the first systematic methodology for teaching Ukrainian literature O. Doroshkevych (Гаврилюк, 2020: 14), 
and the author of the methodological concept of studying literature N. Voloshyna (Петрович, 2021: 29).

The study of Ukrainian and foreign literature in general secondary schools is changing dynamically, reflecting 
current trends in education and society in general. A significant part of scientific works is devoted to the study 
of literature in a certain historical period (Степаненко, 2022: 39). Given the fact that literature is one of the key 
school subjects, the study of which involves not only the formation of literary competence, but also the development 
of children's aesthetic taste, respect for Ukrainian culture and history, an important place in scientific and pedagogical 
research is occupied by the problems of describing theoretical and methodological approaches to teaching Ukrainian 
and foreign literature (Ситченко, 2022: 52; Яценко, 2023), the use of innovative pedagogical technologies for 
teaching literature (Лаврова, 2021: 51; Резнікова, 2023: 26), the introduction of the latest forms of organising 
the teaching of Ukrainian literature in the educational process, for example, conducting an innovative lesson 
(Сорокіна, 2021: 33). In this context, A. Sytchenko (Ситченко, 2022: 17) emphasises the need to apply international 
experience and transfer foreign models of education to Ukrainian schools.

Improvement of the content of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature is carried out by updating scientific 
and methodological support, including curricula, textbooks, manuals, workshops on literature, taking into account 
the educational needs of students. Actual approaches to the development of textbooks on Ukrainian and foreign 
literature are revealed in the works of N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 59) and T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2021: 82; Яценко, 
2022: 204). The content of the literature lesson was studied by N. Sorokina, Ye. Lutsiv (Сорокіна, 2021: 34) 
and L. Udovychenko (Удовиченко, 2020: 32), who substantiated the stages of classroom work with students, 
explained the principles of selecting tasks and exercises to achieve educational goals. Transferring foreign models 
of education to Ukrainian schools.

The peculiarity of modern reforms in the national school education is its focus on its integration into the European 
educational community and bringing education in line with the needs of modern society. At the same time, 
an important factor in the functioning of the Ukrainian education system is its national background and traditions 
(Гриневич, 2023: 100). Reforming literary education within the framework of the NUS concept involves updating 
curricula and textbooks to reflect current literary trends (Яценко, 2021: 85), as well as promoting the development 
of innovative skills of students needed in future adult life (critical thinking, reading competence, creativity) 
(Порядченко, 2021: 102; Юношева, 2021: 185). In addition, the reform concerns the use of modern technologies in 
the educational process, such as distance learning, interactive methods, computer programs, video lessons, artificial 
intelligence tools, etc. (Лаврова, 2021: 51; Пікун, 2023: 28; Сорокіна 2021: 33), to engage students in active 
cognitive participation. Also, the reform of school education in Ukraine provides for the acquisition of deep and solid 
knowledge by students and the development of the necessary skills and abilities, as well as the implementation 
of interdisciplinary connections (Яценко, 2023; Яценко, 2022: 206). Integrated learning helps teachers to build 
the educational process methodologically correctly and to promote the active connection of theoretical knowledge 
and practical skills with life.

The professional development of a literature teacher is a continuous process that involves the search for new 
knowledge, improvement of skills, and pedagogical skills to improve the quality of teaching and upbringing 
of students (Ходацька, 2020: 40). A teacher of literature needs to have in-depth knowledge of the subject, in 
particular, to be aware of the diversity of genres, epochs, and styles, as well as to understand and master teaching 
methods, techniques, and strategies. A modern teacher should maintain a creative activity, and constantly improve 
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pedagogical practices (Грицак, 2021: 87), and methodological training helps to ensure an effective learning process 
and create a learning environment that stimulates and supports students (Чайа, 2020: 288). Table 1 presents a detailed 
analysis of the areas and subjects of pedagogical research in the field of school literary education published over 
the past five years.

Table 1
Pedagogical research in the field of school literary education

Direction The subject of scientific research Researches
History of school literary 
education

scientific and pedagogical activities of leading figures 
in the field of literary education

N. Havryliuk (Гаврилюк, 2020: 15); 
O. Petrovych, 
K. Bondarchuk (Петрович, 2021: 29)

educational policy of independent Ukraine in the field 
of secondary general education (1991–2017)

N. Dichek (Дічек, 2022: 138)

formation of methods of teaching literature К. Stepanenko (Степаненко, 2022: 41)
the development of Ukrainian textbooks on foreign 
literature (1990 – present)

N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 61)

national reform of school literary education  
(1991–2003)

N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 61)

 Tendencies of studying 
literature in general 
secondary education, 
determining the principles, 
forms, methods, and 
techniques of organising the 
educational process

trends in the school study of literature in the 30s–90s  
of the XX century

К. Stepanenko (Степаненко, 2022: 40)

methods of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature  
in educational institutions

L. Bashmanivska, A. Usatyi 
(Башманівська, 2023:40);
L. Udovychenko (Удовиченко, 2020: 27)

innovative forms of organizing literature education N. Sorokina, Ye. Lutsiv  
(Сорокіна, 2021: 33)

using innovative pedagogical technologies for teaching 
literature in GSEI

К. Reznikova (Резнікова, 2023: 25)

implementation of the cultural approach N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 59; Гоголь, 
2021: 19)

applying an integrated approach T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2023)
competence-based learning А. Sytchenko (Ситченко, 2022: 58); 

T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2023)
using the project method in Ukrainian literature lessons А. Lavrova (Лаврова, 2021: 52)
transferring foreign education models to Ukrainian 
schools

А. Sytchenko (Ситченко, 2022: 62)

Improving the content of 
teaching Ukrainian and 
foreign literature

development of textbooks on Ukrainian  
and foreign literature

N. Hohol (Гоголь, 2021: 61); 
T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2023)

distribution of material by levels of study L. Pikun, T. Cherednyk (Пікун, 2023: 28)
content of the literature lesson N. Sorokina, Ye. Lutsiv (Сорокіна, 2021: 

37);
 L. Udovychenko (Удовиченко, 2020: 23)

Reforming Literary 
Education at the Present 
Stage

conceptual ideas of the NUS reform, coverage  
of the works of the new school ideologists

L. Hrynevych (Гриневич, 2023: 99); 
T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2023)

integration in modern school literary education N. Sorokina, Ye. Lutsiv (Сорокіна, 2021: 
35); T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2023)

implementation of the national patriotic component  
of teaching Ukrainian literature

T. Yatsenko (Яценко, 2021: 84)

implementation of the concept of continuous learning К. Reznikova (Резнікова, 2023: 25)
formation of a student's creative personality through 
literature

L. Poriadchenko, A. Teleguz 
(Порядченко, 2021: 101);
 T. Yunosheva (Юношева, 2021: 185)

Improving the professional 
competence of a literature 
teacher

formation of a professional image of a future teacher  
of foreign literature

N. Hrytsak (Грицак, 2021: 87)

the use of innovative pedagogical technologies  
in the methodological training of future teachers  
of foreign literature

O. Chaika, 
M. Kushnerova (Чайка,2020: 289)

development of professionalism of teachers  
of Ukrainian language and literature 

O. Khodatska (Ходацька, 2020: 34)

Conclusions. Thus, in the historiography of the development of school literary education in Ukraine, three stages are 
distinguished: the formation of a new system of school education (1990–2010); the period of reforms related to strategic 
changes in the educational system (2010–2016); innovative development of school education, in particular, the introduction 
of the NUS (since 2016). Each of the stages had its peculiarities that influenced the formation and modernization of school 
literary education. The analysis of scientific and methodological works proves that the study of this issue is divided 
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into several areas, namely: the history of school literary education; trends in the study of literature in general secondary 
schools; improving the content of teaching Ukrainian and foreign literature; reforming literary education at the present 
stage; improving the professional competence of the literature teacher and the use of innovative technologies for his/her 
methodological training. In the future, special attention should be paid to the study of the history of literary education 
and the study of changes in the content, methods and approaches to teaching literature during different historical periods. 
In addition, research on the structure and content of the curriculum for the GSEI and the assessment of their compliance 
with modern educational needs and social requirements will be relevant.
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